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ABSTRACT 

Street begging among children and teenage remain a barrier to 

accessing basic education for girls. This study explores the 

challenges surrounding out of school girls engaged in begging and 

examines their future aspirations regarding schooling. Mixed 

method approach but qualitative dominant was deemed relevant 

to understand the phenomenon in its context.  Using a purposive, 

snowball and incidental sampling techniques, a total of fifty-seven 

(57) participants were sampled including fifteen (55) female street 

children and teenage beggars, (1) District social welfare officer and 

one (1) District Community Development Officer in Dodoma City 

of Tanzania. Quantitative data were analysed using Statistical 

Package for Social Science (SPSS) while qualitative data were 

analysed thematically. The results indicated that these girls 

encountered hardships in the street including violence, sexual 

harassment, rape and beatings from the male street children 

beggars and the general public. The findings underscore how girls 

involved in street begging endure hardship and their schooling 

aspirations remain in darkness. The incidence of such terrible 

phenomenon made their future aspirations in dark and 

guaranteed the deprivation from schooling. The need for more 

inclusive interventions to tackle the phenomenon in each nation 

as per contextual conditions arises. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in mid 

1990s estimated there are approximately 100 million street children worldwide with that 

number constantly growing (Parveen, 2016). Despite the constantly increasing number of street 

children and teenage around the globe, they remain invisible entities left to be ignored, 

disgraced and abused. Most of the developing countries including Tanzania greatly encounter 

the challenge of rapidly increasing street children despite various initiatives to mitigate the 

challenge (Shitindi et al, 2023). While the cities are crowded with people, they are not liveable 

due to increased population growth and density without being economically dense with 

investments in infrastructure development, industrial and commercial structures, and 

affordable housing to keep pace with the concentration of people thereby rendering urban 

inhabitants to face challenges of low access to basic services such as education, health and 

shelter (World Bank, 2021). 

Street begging is one of the age-long dreadful social problems that have consistently 

attracted global attention (Olubusla, 2020). Child and teenage begging, although not more 

pronounced in Tanzania, it prevails in various places including major cities in the country. The 

cities are dominated by both families with high, middle and low income. The families with low 

income comprise those with abject poverty failing to afford their basic needs including food, 

clothes, shelter and health care (Shitindi et al, 2023). 

Education is a key of life as it capacitates the recipient to create a pathway for self-

reliance, liberation and breaking out from the grips of abject poverty and a vehicle for 

attainment of current and future economy of a country (Fuseini and Daniel, 2020). Conversely, 

begging interrupts children enrolment to school and if they enrol, they do not persist longer and 

become truants or drop from school and affect they future schooling aspirations (Fuseini & 

Daniel, 2018). While previously begging was more pronounced in some regions such as Dodoma 

(Namwata et al, 2010; Seni, 2016a; Seni, 2016b; Seni, 2017). However, it has later on spread its 

roots to all cities in the country including Dar es Salaam (Shitindi et al, 2023a, Shitindi, 2023b). 

This is not to suggest that in other towns begging involving children is not an issue, rather the 

phenomenon is more pronounced in cities (Muda et al, 2023). The current study was 

undertaken in Dodoma due to the extent of the beggary culture and being a capital city of the 

country. 

A number of efforts have been undertaken from global to local contexts to mitigate child 

and teenage street begging. Globally, the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) and the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) explicitly articulate on the need to ensure that all girls 

and boys participate fully in free, equitable and quality basic education as enshrined in goals #3 

and 4 (UN, 2018). 

In Africa, a number of social protection instruments exist including the Common African 

Position on the Post-2015 Development Agenda (CAP), the African Union's Social Policy 
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Framework (2008), the African Civil Society Platform for Social Protection Strategy for Africa and 

the African Union Vision 2063 all of which set to protect children with the quest to attain 

Universal human rights including education, food, shelter and medical care to all including girls 

(Onyeonoru, 2018). 

The government of Tanzania has strived to alleviate the problem of street begging using 

children and teenage as guides or as direct beggars. These efforts entail the Child Act, 2009, 

Child Development Policy, 1996 and the Education and Training Policy of 2014 are explicit on 

the need to guarantee basic education access to all. Furthermore, the National Strategy for 

Growth and Reduction of Poverty I and II (NSGRP I & II) of 2005/6 to 2009/10 and from 2010/11 

to 2014/15 respectively (URT, 2006; URT, 2010), Fee-free education Policy (United Republic of 

Tanzania, 2015a; United Republic of Tanzania, 2015b) and the Re –entry programme for girls 

(United Republic of Tanzania, 2021) among others have been implemented with the aim of 

reducing poverty, improving the standard of living and social welfare of the people of Tanzania 

and widen access to education. However, these efforts have not been fully able to provide a 

sufficient solution since in various regions of the country particularly in cities, the phenomenon 

of female child and teenage begging instead of going to school persists. The reasons for the 

continued persistence of child and teenage street begging include but not limited to poverty, 

sympathy, lack of education, disability, lack of proper orientation, laziness, religious and 

mismatch between policy and practices of ending street children and begging (Adesokan and 

Owoyemi, 2022; Agunyai and Ojakorotu, 2021; Agyemang et al, 2024; Babangida et al, 2021; 

Ibrahim et al, 2024; Longi et al, 2022; Olubusla, 2020; Seni, 2016a, Seni, 2016b; Seni, 2017;). 

Other reasons pointed out entail parental separation, deprivation, and cultural belief. 

Conversely, poverty overrides other reason leading to street begging worldwide (Aliyu and 

Kayode, 2024). 

As this fundamental, the current study investigates the challenges faced by out of school 

female street children and teenage engaged in begging in Dodoma city of Tanzania. Thus, the 

study embarked to answer three research questions: 

i. What are the challenges facing female street children and teenage involved in begging? 

ii. What are the future schooling aspirations of female street children and teenage involved 

in begging? 

iii. Which measures can be undertaken to mitigate the challenges facing female street 

children and teenage involved in begging? 

  This study contributes on the literature regarding plights facing street children and 

teenage involved in begging. It also sheds light on actionable policies and practices for mitigating 

the challenges. 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

Poverty has been widely documented as one among the major socio-economic problems 

impacting both the global north and the global south though with varied degrees and extent. It 
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has also featured in a number of studies on Most Vulnerable Children as well as research on 

begging (Aliyu & Kayode, 2024; Seni, 2016a; Seni, 2016b; Seni, 2017; Shitindi et al, 2023a; 

Shitindi et al, 2023b;). As this fundamental, the present study was underpinned by the theories 

of poverty. There are various theories of poverty which endeavour to identify the underlying 

causes of poverty (Addae-Korankye, 2019). These theories entail but not limited to economic 

theories, sociological theories, psychological theories, and anthropological theories. 

Regarding the economic theories of poverty; two schools of thought co-exist whereby 

the classical economic traditions believe that poverty is inseparable to the individual’s 

contribution on it (Weber 2001). On the other hand, the neoclassic or main stream economics 

regard poverty as being above the control of individuals. Conversely, the Marxian or radical 

views regard poverty as a consequence of class or group discrimination. The sociological theory 

of poverty was put forward by the Sociologist Max Weber, in 1970s century and later on 

developed by Emile Durkheim in 1980s. These sociologists believe on the interplay of culture 

and place of residence on poverty. Thus, the rural, urban or city are important in explaining 

one’s poverty (Ringen, 1985; Townsend, 1979). The theory also believes on gender and 

household structure as the precipitating factors for ones’ poverty where females are 

disadvantaged (Miller 1996; Ringen, 1985). Other concerns of the sociological theory relate to 

people’s moral failings and how resources and opportunities are unequally distributed across 

society. In fact, access to opportunities remains under the influence of one’s social class 

positions and that lack of access to resources alters behaviours, social norms, and aspirations of 

individuals or a group of people (Gould, 1999; Harrington, 1962; Jenks, 1992; Murray, 1984; 

Rodman, 1963; Wilson, 1987). The theory is also cognisant on the role of poverty in causing 

stigma and shame. As a way for intervention the theory puts forward the need for providing 

welfare benefits to the poor (Murray, 1984). 

Regarding the anthropological theories of poverty, it refers to culture of poverty and 

asserts that children born into poverty maintain values and mind sets that reinforce their 

continuation in that economic status. The theory was put forward by an anthropologist Oscar 

Lewis in the 1960s. The main concerns of the theory of poverty are considerations of culture 

which explains on how poverty forces the poor to develop certain patterns of behaviour 

permitting them to survive the sordid conditions of poverty and normalize the dreadful 

condition (Lewis, 1966). The theory underscores the fact that the people who grows up in this 

culture develop a strong feeling of fatalism, helplessness, dependence and inferiority leading to 

live a hand to mouth life. Finally, regarding is regarding the Vicious Circle Theory, which argues 

that the poor are trapped in circumstances which make it difficult for them to escape poverty. 

The Vicious Circle Theory indicates how poverty as a subculture, passes from one generation to 

another and becomes institutionalized amongst the poor and prepare the ground for the 

phenomenon of street begging (Olubusla, 2020). Inadequate access to basic needs such food, 

clothes, medical care and shelter render them prone to illness. These situations inhibit them to 

leverage opportunities exposing them to continued poverty. In the words of Lewis (1959); by 
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the time children were six or seven, the culture of poverty was so ingrained in them that they 

were more than likely to live the same impoverished lives as their parents. The poor such as 

female street children and teenage tend to develop their own institutions because the public 

incline to ignore and by pass them (Nanglakong et al, 2019). 

The theories of poverty including the culture of poverty theory have been strongly 

criticized over the years. Critics argue that the theory tends to blame the victims of poverty for 

their situation and ignores larger structural forces, such as discrimination, lack of opportunities, 

and the impact of macroeconomic factors. Consequently, the study triangulates theories and 

thus was also framed under the principle of operant conditioning which is one of the major 

theories in psychology. The theory states that behaviours are learned through reinforcement. 

In this particular case, begging among street female children and teenage. Thus when people 

receive positive stimuli as reinforcement for their begging behaviour, they keep on exhibiting 

the begging behaviour. Consequently, the theory recognizes the fact that the person forms 

association between the behaviour and the outcome (Skinner, 1948). Therefore, begging 

behaviour is associated with the guarantee of gaining money and the amount of money or the 

quantity of materials one earns in the begging activity. Furthermore, poverty affects how people 

see themselves and reduces their confidence in their own ability to succeed including schooling. 

The theory stipulates how physical and psychological health consequences may arise including 

mental illnesses such as schizophrenia, depression, anxiety and substance addiction. The 

theories of poverty indicate how the street beggars are desperate over the economic disparities 

and hardship as a result they continue to beg. 

The study further triangulates the theories of poverty and the psychological theory with 

the vulnerability theory to strengthen the genesis of streetism and begging phenomenon among 

school aged girls who are out of school. It is also triangulated to facilitate more understanding 

of the need for and actionable interventions. Vulnerability theory was developed by Martha 

Albertson Fineman and indicates how vulnerable contexts such as poverty, deprivation, 

orphanage and so forth may lead to negative socio-economic consequences. According to this 

theory, children’s and teenage vulnerability is explained in different ways including bringing 

about inequalities and ways which we can use to mitigate inequality or rather vulnerability. 

According to Fineman, vulnerability theory is capable of advancing substantive equality which 

presupposes that equality occurs when people are equally benefited or disadvantaged by a law 

or policy. She pointed out that the state is responsible to take care of the vulnerable groups of 

the society in this case street children, teenage as well as the elderly to name a few. A 

vulnerability approach is not does not focus on specific individuals or groups or on human and 

civil rights. Rather, it underscores the need for addressing human vulnerability with a focus of 

what we share as human beings, equal treatment before the laws and the underlying social 

structures as well as relationships that organize society and affect the lives of everyone within 

society (Fineman, 2019).  
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Generally, it can thus be said that the two core tenets of vulnerability theory are explicitly 

noted including the need for access to institutional resources that promote resilience. 

Conversely, one's ability to handle the risks of life depends on one's context, position, and access 

to resources (Fineman 2008; Fineman, 2010). Likewise, the theory notes that the state must be 

more responsive and responsible on vulnerability. Because neither inequalities nor the systems 

that produce them are inevitable (Fineman 2008; Fineman, 2010). Access to education is one 

among the basic human right which all children from diverse backgrounds need to avail. The 

vulnerability theory was thus deemed relevant to guide the study and illuminate the findings for 

a deeper understanding of the issues under investigation. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

This study on challenges faced by out of school female street children and teenage engaged in 

begging in Dodoma city of Tanzania comprehensively understood from the review of the related 

studies.  

Challenges facing Street Beggars  

Literature reveals a number of challenges which face beggars in the course of begging. 

Babangida et al (2021) point out that begging leads to negative impact on the health and 

personality of beggars. The dependency on public individuals by beggars expose them to 

dangers such as HIV/AIDS (FGN/UNICEF, 1990). Women and young girls are the most vulnerable 

with high possibilities of catching unplanned and early pregnancies respectively, indulge in 

Kidnapping and Prostitution as well as Crime and illegal drugs trade leading to confrontations 

with the police (Babangida et al, 2021). Street children also encounter a lack of basic needs 

including food, shelter and medical care rendering them vulnerable to diseases, hunger and 

homelessness and indulgent into voluntary or forces beggary life (Kaushik and Gupta, 2022; 

Shitindi et al, 2023a). 

Kaiser & Sinanan (2020) used a qualitative methodology researched on the phenomena 

of female street children with a sample of 12 female children between the ages of 13 and 14 in 

Dhaka city of Bangladesh. They revealed that majority of girls reported having been sexually 

assaulted but they remained optimistic for the future. This indicates that despite the hustle 

female street children endure, they remain tolerant and keep on struggling. Likewise, Sarnaker 

(2023) conducted a study on how street children are affected by poverty, illiteracy, disease, and 

the lack of access to mass media in the city of Dhaka, Bangladesh. The study indicates street 

children are prone to dreadful conditions. Majority of them encounter emotional, physical, and 

financial exploitation. Using a qualitative approach; Suteki (2022) conducted a study on law 

enforcement of child exploitation among street children in Semarang City. The study by Suteki 

found that street children encounter discriminatory treatment from their parents, children, the 

law enforcement organs and the general public. Beggars also encounter psychological abuse 

including verbal aggression, harassment, public hostility, contempt, stigmatising and 

dehumanising responses (Fuseini & Daniel, 2018). In Ethiopia Kassa and Getahun (2021) 
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conducted a study on major factors of elders begging in Bahir Dar City Administration in Ethiopia 

and indicate that family conflicts and violence caused elders to engage in street begging. A study 

by Millanzi et al (2022) on the effect of educational intervention on shaping safe sexual 

behaviour based on problem-based pedagogy in the field of sex education and reproductive 

health among adolescents in Tanzania revealed that adolescent girls are prone to unsafe sex 

due to their lack of sex education and life style they lead. Similarly; Seff and Stark (2022) 

conducted a study on the role of social norms with a focus on intimate partner violence among 

adolescent girls in Nigeria and found that unsafe sexual behaviours among adolescents 

prevailed worldwide. 

Lawal et al (2022) conducted a qualitative study of public health and policy implications 

of street begging in Nigeria and revealed that most often the female beggars are exposed to 

sexual abuse leading to some of them becoming victims of HIV/AIDS and other Sexually 

Transmitted Diseases. Their life style renders them vulnerable to higher risk for contracting 

sexually transmitted diseases. Nweze et al (2019) did an assessment of the trainability of 

beggars and the destitute in Abakaliki Nigeria. Their study indicated that beggars struggle 

against dehumanizing incidences of ritual decapitation, rape, rejection, commercialized body 

parts plundering, hunger, lynching and physical assaults causing hatred to the public. A study by 

Ekebosi et al (2021) was on public perception on street begging in Awka, Nigeria and depicts the 

need of the public to chase street beggars in the public places as they were regarded as thieves. 

While street beggars seem to be negatively perceived, to some, their behaviour exhibit 

deviations rendering them miss sympathy and trust from the public. 

Education Prospects of Street Beggars 

The common categories of beggars entail those from acutely economically and socially 

marginalized in terms of educational backgrounds, availability of jobs, and family support 

(Rahman, 2021). This implies that female street children and teenage beggars stem from 

families with educational disadvantage and their educational chances remain unlimited as well. 

Street children involved in begging are subjected to child labour especially those who assist 

adult beggars. Consequently, they are precluded from fulfilling their true full potential in 

obtaining adequate education and becoming economically self-reliant through salaried 

employment (Tatenda et al, 2020). In Kenya; a study by Kisirkoi and Mse (2016) revealed that 

some street children were ready to study any lessons which would culminate into earning a 

living and fulfil their life aspirations through acquisition of employment. This demonstrates how 

the street children and teenage beggars including the females longed for education but were 

denied access. The study by Kisirkoi and Mse recommended for the identification of individual 

talents of each child and provide actionable interventions including giving them non formal 

education. 

Measures to Mitigate the Challenges Facing Street Beggars 

Su et al (2021) Conducted an assessment of poverty alleviation measures and sustainable 

livelihood capability of farm households in rural China. Their study found that financial capital 
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is crucial for interventions aimed at improving the lives of the urban poor. They thus advocate 

for government assistance, donations and funds from solicitations. Likewise, (Khan and Fahad, 

2020) recommend for establishment of and poverty alleviation programmes while (Segun-

Alalade et al, 2022) recommend for policy measures that would enhance the capacity of beggars 

along the lines of entrepreneurship in a struggle to take them out of the street and help them 

lead a life with dignity. Kuang et al (2019) researched on the influence of livelihood capital on 

adaptation strategies in China and revealed that in urban settings, natural capital entail 

environmental quality and access to public spaces. This demonstrates how beggars depend on 

those public and environmental resources including open spaces, squares, parks, plazas, trees, 

abandoned buildings, and water sources for their survival in the streets. The state and the 

general public implicitly are expected to maintain and allow access to these spaces and 

resources for continuity and use by all including the street beggars. Conversely, it is hard to 

guaranteed on the existence of abandoned buildings since the urban spaces keeps on 

developing and times they may shelter criminals. On the other hand, street begging is a potential 

threat to the environmental, economic, and social survival of human societies due to a number 

of reasons including the deviant use of the environment without considerations to its 

sustainability and hygiene (Khan and Fahad, 2020). 

Amin et al (2025) researched on urban poverty with a focus on the role of livelihood 

capital in the livelihood strategies of urban beggars in Indonesia. They used a mixed method 

approach and found that it was crucial for beggars to be assisted with financial, social, and 

human capital in supporting them to gradually get out of beggary life. The emphasis on gradual 

abandonment of begging demonstrates how the phenomenon is deep rooted and is difficult to 

combat immediately. Kaushik and Gupta (2022) researched on the right to education of child 

beggars in India and revealed the need for governments to have scholarship on children involved 

in begging for them to continue schooling. Conversely, this is more applicable to those who beg 

and continue going to school but less applicable to the out of school female street children and 

teenage who may require a different arrangement. Ekebosi et al (2021) conducted a study on 

public perception on street begging in Nigeria and revealed that there was a need for the 

establishment of destitute centres, pay allowance to people with disabilities, empower social 

welfare agencies as well as evicting beggars. The Institute for Human Development (2021) 

highlights support for employment, dignified life, financial help to start income generating 

activities, pension or monetary support for disability, old age and ill-health, provision of 

education or skill training constitute the reasons for street beggars to evacuate begging. This 

indicates that beggars are not happy with their beggary life and would wish to refrain from 

begging if supported to do so. Rajan (2024) conducted a study on the need for education among 

victims of child beggary and found out that a number of barriers impede the access to and 

attainment of child beggars due to various reasons including financial constraints, geographic 

isolation, desire to support their family and socio-cultural factors like stigma and discrimination. 

Rajan recommends for targeted educational Interventions such as developing and 
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implementing tailored educational programmes with flexible learning modes like non-formal 

education, vocational training, and life skills development to accommodate their unique 

circumstances and challenges. 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Approach and design 

This study used a mixed method approach with qualitative dominant and case study design 

which allowed the researcher to gather rich and in-depth information regarding the begging 

phenomenon by female street children and teenage. The approach was deemed relevant to 

flexibly and suitably capture in depth first-hand information from the participants’ voice using 

quotes (Babbie, 2013) and describe the challenges emerging from the phenomenon 

numerically. The study was undertaken in Dodoma city of Tanzania at Viwandani ward which is 

the city centre and densely populated for beggars to gain access to the people they can ask for 

the help.  A total of fifty-seven (57) study participants were sampled including fifteen (55) female 

street children (Aged between 7 to 12) and teenage (aged between 13 to 17) (Out of whom 

eight were street children beggars and seven were street female teenage beggars), one (1) 

District social welfare officer and one (1) District Community Development Officer. Using a 

purposive, snowball and incidental sampling the researcher managed to reach the study 

participants whose number was determined by point of saturation. The study sample and the 

respective data collection methods are presented in Table 1 for a quick and clearer view. 

Table 1. 

Sample size distribution and Data Collection Methods 

Sample Sample size Method of data collection 

female street children 27 Interview, Observation & 

Questionnaire 

street female teenage beggars 28 Interview, Observation & 

Questionnaire 

District social welfare officer 

District Community Development 

Officer 

01 

01 

Interview 

Interview 

 

 

Total 57  

 

Data Collection methods 

Data in this study was collected using key informant interviews which were unstructured to 

allow flexibility in questioning and probing. This strategy enabled the researcher to obtain 

voluminous information which were later on subjected to summarisation. The researcher voice 

recorded the interview session to enable remembrance during reporting and coming up with 

valid and credible quotations. Each interview session took place in places where the street 
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beggars regarded safe for them and conducive to allow a free conversation. As that 

fundamental, the interviews took place at Public Garden, Nyerere Square and lasted for 50 to 

65 minutes. The interviews with the District Social Welfare Officer and District Community 

Development Officer were conducted in their offices where they regarded conducive. Both the 

children, the District Social Welfare Officer and District Community Development Officer 

responded on the questions regarding the challenges facing female street children and teenage 

involved in begging, future schooling aspirations as well as those on measures for mitigating the 

challenges facing female street children and teenage beggars. 

Data was also collected using Direct Observation by the researcher. To achieve rigor and 

trustworthiness in observations, the researcher drew an Observation guide to aid in the 

observations. Consistent observations were made in public places where the female street 

beggars were fond of going for begging. Consequently, the researchers frequently positioned 

himself in Nyerere Square, Majengo Market, Sabasaba street, Kuu street, Near Automatic Teller 

Machines (ATMs), In the Restaurants, Bars, Bus stops, churches and Mosques. The challenges 

facing street children and teenage involved in begging were observed. The researcher 

adequately explained to the street children and teenage beggars that the observations were 

exclusively for research thereby reinforcing the rapport and the researchers’ undertakings did 

not offend the street children and teenage beggars. Questionnaires were also administered to 

female street children and teenage female street girls to capture the challenges which were 

experiences prominently and those which were least encountered. 

The validity, reliability, credibility and trustworthiness of the questionnaire, interview 

and observation guides were achieved through engaging three University senior researchers for 

appraisal. Consequently, their comments led to the omission and addition of some questions to 

bring into concord with the main research questions. The researcher piloted the data tools at a 

go collection tools in one ward within Dodoma city which was not meant for the main study. 

The findings of the pilot study enabled the researcher to fine tune, delete and add some of the 

items, thereby maintaining the rigour before starting the main field work.  

Regarding ethical considerations and human subject protections, the researcher sought 

for informed consent of participants where the District social welfare officer and the District 

community development officer consented by filling inn and signing the consent forms. The 

consent of the female street children and the female teenage was also sought and accomplished 

through the Social welfare officer. participants’ anonymity and privacy were considered at every 

stage of the research process. All study participants were also assured of their right to withdraw 

from the study at any time they wished. The researcher collected the data personally. The study 

findings were reported behind the shield of anonymity thereby using one’s position such as 

District Social Welfare Officer (DSWO) and District Community Development Officer (CDO), 

Female street Child and Female Teenage were deemed safe and used to protect the identity of 

study informants. Likewise, the wards were also anonymously reported to strengthen shielding 

of the findings and so ward A, ward B and ward C were used in this case. All information obtained 
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from the study were treated with high confidentiality and were used for the purpose of the 

study only. These strategies ensured a comfort of study participants to share their insights 

freely. 

Data analysis 

Data were analysed using thematic analysis which enabled the identification of major concepts 

or themes to guide the reporting of the study findings (Caulfield, 2023). The transcripts were 

entered in the folder formed using the open and axial plus 2022 (Release 22.0.0) MAXQDA 

software and then recognised codes were merged into themes (Kuckartz & Rädiker, 2019). Then, 

the findings were reported verbatively using quotations to capture the informants’ voices. 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

This part presents and discusses the study results guided by the research questions. 

Challenges Facing Street Children and Teenage Involved in Begging 

The study findings have revealed a number of challenges facing female street children and 

female teenage street beggars. These challenges entail violence, sexual harassment, rape and 

beatings from the male street children beggars and the general public. Other challenges were 

specific to the female teenage street beggars including lack of private places to manage their 

menstrual periods. 

Data emerging from the questionnaires administered to female street children and 

female teenage girls are presented in table 2 subsequently. 

Table 2. 

Challenges Encountered by Female Street Children and Teenage Girls 

Challenges  Response Percentage 

 (N = 55) (%) 

Violence 39 70.9 

Sexual harassment 36 36 

Rape  10 18.18 

Beatings from the male street children beggars 15 27.27 

Beatings from the general public 10 18.18 

Lack of private places to manage menstrual periods 5 9.09 
   
 

Data on the challenges encountered by female street children and teenage girls are 

presented in bar chart and pie chart provided figure 1 and 2 to facilitate legibility and quick view. 

Data in Fig. 1 above show that the largest number of street female children face violence 

(70.9%), and sexual harassment (36%). This is followed by those who face beatings from male 

street children (27.27%), beating from the general public (18.18%), and rape (18.18%. Few street 

female children reported lack of private places during menstrual cycles (9.09%).  
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Figure 1. 

Challenges faced by street female children in Dodoma City 

 
 

Figure 2. 

Challenges faced by street female children in Dodoma City 

 
 

Data in Fig. 1 above show that the largest number of street female children face violence 

(70.9%), and sexual harassment (36%). This is followed by those who face beatings from male 
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street children (27.27%), beating from the general public (18.18%), and rape (18.18%. Few street 

female children reported lack of private places during menstrual cycles (9.09%). 

During interview sessions, one of the participant street children revealed that she was verbally 

abused and chased from a restaurant where she went to beg. In this regard, the female street 

child beggar had the following to say:  

 I was chased by a man in the restaurant where I went to beg. This is the place which I 

 normally go for begging but on that day I faced a difficult moment since I had to run to 

 avoid being beaten. The whole day I was so worried and could not keep on begging 

 confidently (Interview with a female street child in ward A). 

The study by Kassa and Getahun (2021) also pointed out conflict and violence at home 

as the reasons leading to people to indulge of street begging. While the study by Kassa and 

Getahun highlight violence as an aspect which encounter beggars, it differs with the current 

study in that violence precedes one to start begging while in this study violence happens when 

the female street child beggars is in the processes of begging. Verbal abuse to street beggars is 

also underscored by Longi et al (2022) who point out that beggars were crushed down by 

vehicles, verbally abused by some people, disrespected, discrimination, stigmatization, and 

given bad alms. A study by Ekebosi et al (2021) also indicates that beggars were chased out of 

public places as they were regarded as problematic. These findings concur in pointing out 

violence as a resonating thorn in the lives of beggars but they refer to different age groups of 

beggars in particular children and elders respectively. These findings demonstrate how beggars 

regardless of their age and gender encounter a violent life. Conversely, the female and children 

are likely to be severely impacted on the phenomenon. 

Sexual harassment was nominated as a challenge facing female street children and 

female street children beggars. Both female street children beggars and female teenage street 

beggars reported to have been sexually abused, harassed and exploited. In the words of one of 

the participant female teenage street beggars the following quote was noted: 

I have done sex by different men due to a lack of sleeping places and so when one 

welcomed me in a place to sleep, he would request for sex. I fail to disagree due to fear 

of missing a sleeping place and would face more violent actions including beatings if 

disagreed (Interview with a female teenage street beggar in ward B).  

On the same vein, one of the participant female street child beggar testified to have been 

indulged in sex in favour of a sleeping place. As she correctly says: 

 A boy asked me to do sex in order to protect me at night and I had to agree since he 

 threatened me. He warned to accept his request so that we can be friends and help each 

 other in begging (Interview with a female teenage street beggar in ward C).  

The study findings that female street children and female teenage beggars are prone and 

encounter sexual violence, sexual harassment, sexual assault and sexual exploitation are in akin 

with those in other studies. Seff and Stark (2022) asserts that sexual violence among adolescent 

girls is rampant globally. This indicates how female teenage street beggars are exposed to 
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dangers that interferes their health and future schooling aspirations. Studies also indicate that 

female adolescents reported to have been engaged in sexual relationships and have sex with 

multiple people which reinforce their likelihood to contaminate sexually transmitted diseases 

including HIV/AIDS and conceive early and unwanted pregnancies (Lawal et al, 2022; Millanzi et 

al, 2022). 

The findings demonstrate that Street children are vulnerable to sexual abuses and 

exploitation in which the incidents of sexual assaults mainly occur at night due to lack of private 

and safe sleeping places. This situation indicates how passers-by, older street men and male 

street boys seize opportunity and have sex with these vulnerable girls without their conscious 

consent. The findings reflect how the female street children beggars and the female teenage 

street beggars are prone to catch sexually transmitted diseases including HIV/AIDS. The danger 

of early and unwanted pregnancies is also vivid in this case. 

The study participants further reported on being raped as one of the interviewed study 

participants clearly said: 

 A man forced me to have sex with him and when I disagreed, he used force and it was 

 difficult for me to stop him. He overpowered me. The next day I could not disagree and I 

 slept with him several times before I got pregnant (Interview with a female teenage 

street  beggar in ward B). 

Nweze et al (2019) underscore the fact that female street children and female street 

teenage beggars endure the inhuman fatal behaviour by street boys and some members of the 

general public with such inconsistent behaviour. 

The findings that female teenage street beggars were raped indicates how the 

community has moral decadence and the information that the teenage beggar could not reject 

later suggest how helpless these vulnerable girls are to the extent of consenting sex with people 

they did not love. Bearing children with the one who raped them indicates how they are at risk 

of getting sexually transmitted diseases including HIV/AIDS, as they seem to do unprotected sex. 

The children born out of rape are likely to be trapped in continuation of moral decay and limited 

care rendering them to become future potential beggars as pointed out in the Vicious circle of 

poverty theory (Olubusla, 2020). 

As premised in the psychological theory, the experiences of being raped as indicated in 

the study findings, underpin the psychological health consequences that may occur to the 

female street children and teenage beggars who endure such an inhuman violent action likely 

to pose health problems including mental illnesses, depression, anxiety, glue sniffing and 

substance addiction. 

On the other hand, both the female street children beggars and the female street 

teenage beggars report to have been beaten by male street beggars as well as other members 

of the public. One of the interviewee street child beggar intimated: 

 One day, I was beaten by a male street beggar when we were given money nearby the 

 bank.  He wanted to take all the money and when I insisted that we were begging 
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 together and the money belonged to all of us he had to beat me. I couldn’t fight with a 

 boy (Interview with a female street child beggar in ward A). 

Data emerging from observation also reinforce the presence of power dynamics between 

female and male beggars rendering girls to be victims of violence and beatings. Whenever, the 

female and male beggars were together in the begging activity, field observation attested how 

male street beggars would quickly take money meant for all of them including the female 

beggars leading to constant fight in which the females are beaten due to masculinity of the 

males.   

The findings that the female street children beggars were beaten by their male 

counterparts reflect on the existence of power dominance by males and inherent inequalities in 

the societies. The vulnerability theory underscores that children’s and teenage vulnerability lead 

to inequalities that require actionable interventions by the government, NGOs, religious 

organisations and the general public (Fineman, 2019). Kaushik and Gupta (2022) also portray 

that street children beggars are sexually molested, beaten, tormented, and forced to beg on the 

streets for food and shelter. Rebuking, insulting or beating the female street children and female 

street teenage beggars reinforce the ideas held in the social theory of poverty which consider 

poverty as being inseparable to the individual’s contribution on it (Weber, 2001). That is why 

one may mistreat the vulnerable person thinking that she was lazy or merely deviant. Such a 

thinking is however, inconsistent with the neoclassic or main stream economics which see one’s 

poverty as being beyond her/his control. It also differs with the Marxian or radical theory which 

see poverty as a consequence of social stratification and exploitation. 

Future Schooling Aspirations of Street Children and Teenage Involved in Begging 

The interview data emerging from the district social welfare officer and district community 

development officer indicated that educational aspirations for the female street children and 

female street teenage beggars was still vague. The female street children and female street 

teenage beggars though some expressed the desire to go back to school the possibility was still 

vague to them. 

The interviewee District Social Welfare Officer had the following to narrate: 

 While the government has come up with the decent fee free education policy 

which could pull all children into basic education, there is an obvious lack of a common 

perception regarding street children and girls’ education in particular lack support to 

some families. Some children are orphans living with non-biological parents or 

grandparents who have limited awareness on the importance of education (Interview 

with District Social Welfare  Officer in Ward A). 

On the other hand, some female street children and teenage beggars registered their 

desires to go back to school indicating how the beggary life was unpleasant to them. As the 

interviewee teenage street beggar shared her feelings: 

 Though begging account for our family survival, I wish to go back to school to escape the 

 torture of hot sun, rain and violence accompanying the begging activity. If a good 
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 Samaritan could support me to go back to school or enrol with VETA, I will be happy for 

 that (Interview with a female street teenage beggar in ward B). 

Likewise, the interviewee female street child said: 

 Lack of food at home lakes me come and beg but I like going to school. I fail to attend to 

 school because my grandmother asks me to accompany in the begging work (Interview 

 with a female street child beggar in ward A). 

On the other hand, there were some female street children and female street teenage beggars 

who thought that going back to school or enrolling to a vocational training was a wastage of 

time. In this case, the interviewee female teenage street beggar commented: 

 I currently want to get money through begging to but food and take care of my 

 grandparents. Sending me back to school will delay my desire to take care of my elderly 

 relatives who re also visually impaired (Interview with a female street teenage beggar 

 in ward B). 

The desire to keep on begging to earn a living explain the presence of positive 

reinforcement through gaining money using an “easy” though shameful and humiliating activity 

of begging. To girls of this kind the money gained through begging seem to override all the 

torture, violence and stigma accompanying the activity. This reflects the relevance of the 

principle of operant conditioning under the psychological theories. The findings also indicate 

how the begging practice is deep rooted to the girl to the extent of failing to see other 

opportunities ahead. This demonstrates the relevance if the belief held in the anthropological 

theories of poverty, which regard culture of poverty as important in shaping children born into 

poverty to maintain values of begging and regarding it as a normal phenomenon. 

It appears that there are some female street children beggars who wished to attend to 

school daily but would go for begging to sustain their families. The findings that there are 

challenges on the awareness and perceptions regarding the importance of education and 

negligence of educating a female child, arguably they constitute the drawbacks for the 

realization of access to basic rights and basic needs, including access to and full participation in 

basic education (Seni, 2017).While the government of Tanzania has embarked on the provision 

of fee free and compulsory basic education to all children, the attainment of this noble policy 

thus has remained a dream to the female street children and female teenage involved in street 

begging. 

The Re-entry programme which was published by the government of Tanzania in 2021, 

the NGOs was implementing the same since 2019 by sending the beneficiaries in Folk 

Development Colleges (FDCs) or pursue secondary education informally for two years ( Asumini 

and Mwila, 2024; United Republic of Tanzania, 2021). Consequently, those who dropped from 

school due to early pregnancies and other challenges such as financial constraints or discipline 

cases benefits from this scheme. However, this noble policy stance has not yet reached the 

female street children and teenage street beggars group fully. The need for a targeted 

intervention on this vulnerable group of girls is pertinent. While the global north has managed 
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to come up with conducive arrangement to young mothers (Brake & Grossman, 2020; 

Freedmon, 2020), in the global south, more is still required to match the policies on supporting 

teenage mothers, female street children and teenage street beggars and vulnerable groups at 

large to practice. There are also challenges related to awareness about the presence of support 

structures which are readily available (Laurencio et al, 2024). Awareness and actionable support 

will help to pull out the female street children and female teenage street beggars. 

Measures for Mitigating the Challenges Facing Female Street Children and Teenage Beggars 

The study results have pointed out a number of ways to mitigate the challenges facing female 

street children and teenage beggars. The Findings revealed that it was not easy and 

straightforward to combat all the challenges at once. One of the interviewee revealed the 

following: 

It is hard to come up with a comprehensive and relevant solution to female street 

children and teenage beggars due to their heterogeneity of deprivations and encounters 

though they have a lot in common. The government should strive to fully understand the 

specific context within which children's own experiences of begging is embedded.  This 

will enable the government to come up with a relevant and actionable interventions for 

meeting their needs. Research or consultative meetings engaging them will shed light on 

the best fit interventions (Interview with the district community development officer in 

ward A). 

On the similar note, another interviewee said: 

 There is a need for all stakeholders to consider the street begging phenomenon involving 

 girls and teenage as a menace and serious socio-economic problem requiring collective 

 and coordinated efforts. Giving these girls education whether formal or non-formal 

 would help in rescuing them from this tough life (Interview with the district social 

 welfare officer in ward A). 

The researcher was inclined to capture the views of the female street children and female 

teenage street beggars to capture the first hand options for dealing with their plights. The 

interviewee female teenage street beggar suggested the following: 

 I beg in the streets due to the loss of my parents and my grandparents are so poor 

to meet my school needs. If someone could send me to learn sewing clothes I will be so 

glad and quit the begging work (Interview a female teenage street beggar in Ward A).  

The findings that there was a need for coming up with actionable interventions to help the 

female street children and female street teenage beggars reinforce the fact that their plight are 

not hinged to their faults but partly are systemic as stipulated in the Marxian or radical theory 

and the vulnerability theory which stress on the state interventions to vulnerability (Fineman, 

2019). 

These findings concur with those by Nweze et al (2019) insist on the provision of 

vocational training to street beggars as a way of supporting them to lead a life with dignity and 

pull out from the beggary life. It is obvious from the study findings that the female street 
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children and female teenage street beggars would wish to go back to school but more preferably 

enrolling to a non-formal education centre and acquire skills which could be put into immediate 

use and lead an independent life. Generally, the phenomenon of street begging by girls and 

other categories of beggars require the efforts of various actors including the government, 

international community, NGOs, religious organisation and so forth (Bukoye, 2015).  

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that the government through social welfare offices should design and 

implement actionable preventive and rehabilitative measures to effectively prevent and deal 

with street begging generally and the one involving girls. Sustainable social package should be 

set aside to support the children from poor families get basic education. Their families should 

be supported to start income generating activities to break the vicious circle of poverty. Those 

who are already on the streets begging must be enumerated and supported based on their 

interests, capabilities and talents. This pre supposes engaging them fully to learn the best fit 

interventions for them. Since this study was confined in Dodoma city only, a more 

comprehensive study using mixed method approach and involving all major cities in Tanzania 

arises. 

REFERENCES 

Addae-Korankye, A. (2019). Theories of poverty: A critical review. Journal of Poverty, 

Investment and Development. 48, 55-62. https://www. DOI: 10.7176/JPID/48-08 

Adesokan, A., & Owoyemi, M. K. (2022). Perceived causes and effects of street begging among 

adolescents with disabilities in Ilorin metropolis, Nigeria. International Journal of 

Academic Management Science Research. 6(9), 190-199. http://ijeais.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/9/IJAMSR220917.pdf 

Agunyai, S. C., & Ojakorotu, V. (2021). Disability and children as begging guides: For how long 

shall children be used as begging guides by visually impaired persons in Africa? Journal 

of Intellectual Disability-Diagnosis and Treatment, 9, 601-614. 

https://doi.org/10.6000/2292-2598.2021.09.06.4 

Agyemang, E., Forkuor, J. B., Kondor, R., & Odongo, D. A. (2024). The street begging economy: 

Investigating the economic strategies of street beggars in Ghana. International Journal 

of Sociology and Social Policy,44(11-12)1137-1151 https://doi.org/10.1108/IJSSP-04-

2024-0178. 

Aliyu, M. K., & Kayode, J. T. (2024). Street begging among school age children and social 

protection policy in South Western, Nigeria. Global Journal of Arts, Humanities and 

Social Sciences, 12(4), 1-32. https://doi.org/10.37745/gjahss.2013/vol12n4132 

Amin, C., Pramono, W. T., Jumadi, J., Sari, D. N., & Samson, M. G. M. (2025). Navigating urban 

poverty: The role of livelihood capital in the livelihood strategies of urban beggars in 



      102 
 

 

Indonesia. Social Sciences & Humanities Open. 11, 1-13. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssaho.2025.101298 

Asumini, S. I., & Mwila, P. M. (2024). Prospects and challenges of teenage mothers’ re-entry 

into secondary schooling at Chisalu folk development college. Tanzania. Journal of 

Educational and Management Studies, 14(1),16-26. 

https://dx.doi.org/10.54203/jems.2024.3 

Babangida, S., Nathan, M., & Yusuf, A. (2021). Interrogating the factors responsible for street 

begging in Kaduna metropolis, Kaduna state Nigeria. Arts and Social Science Research, 

11. 78-72. https://fassjassr.com.ng/index.php/assr/article/view/38/33. 

Babbie, E. R. (2013). The practice of social research. Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 

https://www.scirp.org/journal/openaccess. 

Brake, D. L., & Grossman, J. L. (2020). Title IX and pregnant and parenting students.  Harvard 

Journal of Law and Gender, 43(1), 117-145. 

https://doi.org/10.46606/eajess2024v05i04.0393.  

Bukoye, R. O. (2015). Case study: Prevalence and consequences of streets begging among 

adults  and children in Nigeria, Suleja Metropolis. Procedia-Social and Behavioural 

Sciences, 171, 323-333. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2015.01.129 

Caulfield, J. (2023). How to do thematic analysis step-by-step guide & examples. Scribbr. 

Retrieved July 12, 2024, from https://www.scribbr.com/methodology/thematic-

analysis.  

Ekebosi, N. C., Nwene, C. B., & Maduagwuna, E. (2021). Public perception on street  begging in 

Awka  metropolis, Anambra state, Nigeria. Nigerian Journal of Social  Problems and 

Social Policy  Review,1(2), 1-14. 

https://nigerianjournalsonline.com/index.php/NJSPSPR/article/view/2135/2084 

FGN/UNICEF. (1990). Street children in the cities of Kaduna and Calabar: Children and Woman 

in Nigeria. A situation Analysis. Federal Government of Nigeria and UNICEF. 

Fineman, M. (2019). Vulnerability and social justice. Valparaiso University Law Review, 53(2), 

 341-370. https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3352825. 

Fineman, M. A. (2008). The vulnerable subject: Anchoring equality in the human condition. 

Yale Journal of Law and Feminism, 20(1), 1-24. 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1131407 

Fineman, M. A. (2010). The vulnerable subject and the responsive state. Emory Law Journal, 

60(2), 251–275. https://scholarlycommons.law.emory.edu/elj/vol60/iss2/1. 

Freedmon, S. L. (2020). Educational rights of teenage mothers: Policies and best practices in 

developed countries. Journal of Educational Policy, 35(3) 345-367. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/02%20680939.  

Fuseini, T., & Daniel, M. (2020). Child begging, as a manifestation of child labour in  Dagbon of 

Northern Ghana, the perspectives of mallams and parents. Children and Youth Services 

Review. 111(104836)1-10. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.104836. 



103          
 

 

Fuseini, T., & Daniel, M. (2018). Exploring the stressors and resources of Muslim child beggars 

in Dagbon of Northern Ghana in the context of child rights and existing realities. Cogent 

Social Sciences, 4(1), 1–14. https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2018.1542955. 

Gould, M. (1999). Race and theory: Culture, poverty and adaptation to discrimination in 

Wilson and Ogbu. Sociological Theory, 17(2), 171-200. https://doi.org/10.1111/0735-

2751.00074?urlappend=%3Futm_source%3Dresearchgate.net%26utm_medium%3Dart

icle. 

Harrington, M. (1962). The other America: Poverty in the United States.  The Macmillan 

Company. https://www.amazon.com/Other-America-Poverty-United-

States/dp/068482678X. 

Ibrahim, Z., Nkornu, N., & Oppong-Asante, K. (2024). Emotional ‘journey’ of street  beggars 

with vision impairment: A study from Ghana. Disability & Society, 39(4), 1014-1031, 

https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1080/09687599.2022.2114881 

Institute for Human Development. (2021). Comprehensive digitized survey of persons engaged 

in the act of begging and those who are at risk in Delhi. Department of Social Welfare. 

https://ihdindia.org/pdf/Full-Report-Beggar-Survey.pdf 

Jencks, C. (1992). Rethinking social policy: Race, poverty, and the underclass. Harvard 

University Press. https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/rethinking-social-

policy-race-poverty-and-underclass. 

Kaiser, E., & Sinanan, A. N. (2020). Survival and resilience of female street children 

experiencing  sexual  violence in Bangladesh: A qualitative study. Journal of Child Sexual 

Abuse, 29(5),  550–569. https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1080/10538712.2019.1685615. 

Kassa, M. G., & Getahun, K. K. (2021). Major factors of elders begging in Bahir Dar  city 

administration, Ethiopia. Quality in Primary Care, 29(5), 52-59. 

https://www.primescholars.com/articles/major-factors-of-elders-begging-in-bahir-dar-

city-administration-ethiopia-100541.html. 

Kaushik, B., & Gupta, M. (2022). Right to education of child beggars in India: A Critical Analysis. 

UGC Care Group I Journal, 12(11), 74-84. 

https://doi.org/10.36893/DRSR.2022.V12I11N02.074-084. 

Khan, N., & Fahad, S. (2020). Begging negative impact on the world community. SSRN 

Electronic Journal. https://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3530070. 

Kisirkoi, F. K., & Mse, G. S. (2016). Education access and retention for street  children: 

Perspectives from Kenya. Journal of Education and Practice, 7(2), 88-94. 

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1089750.pdf 

Kuang, F., Jin, J., He, R., Wan, X., & Ning, J. (2019). Influence of livelihood capital on  adaptation 

strategies: Evidence from rural households in Wushen Banner, China. Land  Use Policy, 

89, Article 104228. https://doi.org/10.1016/j. landusepol.2019.104228 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j


      104 
 

 

Kuckartz, U., & Rädiker, S. (2019). Analysing qualitative data with MAXQDA: Text, audio, and 

video. Springer International. https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-

15671-8 

Lawal, M. O., Aliu, N. L., & Irhue, Y. K. (2022). A qualitative study of public health and policy 

implications of street begging in Nigeria. Acta Politica Polonica, 2(54) 67–82. 

https://doi.org/10.18276/ap.2022.54-05 

Laurencio, D. L., Gervas, I. & Nyinondi, O. (2024). Teachers and students’ awareness of re-entry 

of mother-students’ policy in public secondary schools in Dodoma city, Tanzania. East 

African Journal of Education and Social Sciences, 5(4), 61-68. 

https://doi.org/10.46606/eajess2024v05i04.0393. 

Lewis, O. (1959). Five families: Mexican case studies in the culture of poverty.  Basic Books, Inc. 

https://www.amazon.com/Five-Families-Mexican-Studies-Culture/dp/0465097057. 

Lewis, O. (1966). La Vida: A Puerto Rican family in the culture of poverty. Random House. 

https://www.amazon.com/Vida-Puerto-Family-Culture-Poverty-San/dp/0394450469. 

Longi, F. Y. T., Abdulai, A. & Rashid, Z. A. (2022). Street begging in the Tamale metropolis: 

Evolution, dimensions and effects. UDS International Journal of Development, 9(1), 781-

794. https://doi.org/10.47740/550.UDSIJD6i. 

Millanzi, W. C; Osaki, K. M. & Kibusi, S. M. (2022). The effect of educational intervention on 

shaping safe sexual behaviour based on problem-based pedagogy in the field of sex 

education and reproductive health: Clinical trial among  adolescents in Tanzania, Health 

Psychology and Behavioral Medicine. 10(1), 262-290. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/21642850.2022.2046474.  

Miller, S. M. (1996). The great chain of poverty explanations. In E. Oyen, S. M. Miller, & S.  A. 

Samrod, (Eds.), Poverty: A global view. Scandinavian University press, 569-586. 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000103205. 

Muda, I., Harahap, R. H., Amin, M., & Kusmanto, H. (2023). The cost of inaction: A portrait of 

street beggars in Medan city. International Journal of Sustainable Development and 

Planning, 18(7), 2045-2053. https://doi.org/10.18280/ijsdp.180706. 

Murray, C. (1984). Losing ground: American social policy 1950-1980.  Basic  Books, Inc. 

https://doi.10.4236/ojps.2020.103025. 

Nanglakong, C. D., Ganaa, C., & Galaa, E. (2019). Street begging: The case of the Bolgatanga 

Municipality.  Journal of Applied Linguistics and Language Research.  6(3),20-42. 

https://www.jallr.com/index.php/JALLR/article/view/1035. 

Namwata, B. M. L., Mgabo, M. R., & Dimoso, P. (2010). Demographic dimensions and their 

implications on the incidence of street begging in urban areas of central Tanzania: The 

case of Dodoma and Singida municipalities. Global Journal of Human Social Science. 11 

(4)19. https://globaljournals.org/GJHSS_Volume11/7-Demographic-Dimensions-and-

Their-Implication-on-the-incidence-of-street-begging.pdf.   



105          
 

 

Nweze T., Yasin, A. M., Okolie, U. C., Ogundele, A. G., Uneke, C. J., Agwu, U., Omoke, P. C., & 

Ajayi, N. (2019). An  assessment of the trainability of beggars and the destitute in 

Abakaliki, Nigeria: Implication for policy on their health, vocational rehabilitation and 

social reintegration. African Health Sciences, 19(3), 2728-2736. 

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7040275. 

Olubusla, A. S (2020). Socio-economic effects of street begging among children in Suleja, Niger 

State, Nigeria. IGWEBUIKE: An African Journal of Arts and Humanities, 6(6), 49-75.  

https://doi/10.13140/RG.2.2.36469.60642 

Onyeonoru, I. P. (2018). Social protection in Nigeria. Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. 

https://nigerianjournalsonline.org/index.php/IJGS/article/download/423/419. 

Parveen, S. (2016). Street children “tale of homelessness”: Scenario, status & strategy (A 

sociological study of four major cities of Rajasthan-Jaipur, Ajmer, Kota, & Jodhpur), 

(Unpublished doctoral thesis), University of Kota. 

Rahman, S. Y. (2021). The beggar as a political symbol: An interactionist reading of the 

endurance of anti-begging laws in India. Social Change, 51(2), 206–225. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/00490857211012550 

Rajan, J. M. (2024). Addressing the need for education among victims of child beggary. 

International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews. 5(4), 8489-8491. 

https://ijrpr.com/uploads/V5ISSUE4/IJRPR25897.pdf. 

Ringen, S. (1985). Toward a third stage in the measurement of poverty. Acta Sociologica, 2, 99-

113. https://doi.org/10.1177/000169938502800203. 

Rodman, H. (1963). The lower-class value stretch. Social Forces, 42(2), 205-215. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/2575693.pdf. 

Sarnaker, P. (2023). Health condition and communication pattern of street children in 

Bangladesh: A study on Dhaka city. Mass Communicator: International Journal of 

Communication Studies, 17(1) 34–38. 

Segun-Alalade, A. F, Iyiola, O. A., Akande, O. S., Owoyale, Y. A., & Banfe, T. A. (2022). Analysis 

of the outcomes of street begging as a means of livelihood coping strategy  among 

beggars in Ilorin metropolis. International Journal of Advanced Multidisciplinary 

research and Studies, 2(2), 8-11. https://www.multiresearchjournal.com/arclist/list-

2022.2.2/id-119. 

Seff, I., & Stark, L. (2022). The role of social norms: A case study of intimate partner violence 

among adolescent girls in Nigeria. Child Behavioral Health in Sub-Saharan Africa, 157–

180. https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1007/978-3-030-83707-5_9.  

Seni, A. J. (2016a). The experiences and perceptions encountered by young carers of visually 

impaired adult beggars in Tanzania: Implications for access to  basic  education. 

European Journal of Education Studies, 2(1), 91-109. 

https://oapub.org/edu/index.php/ejes/article/view/179/407   

https://doi/


      106 
 

 

Seni, A. J. (2016b). Access to basic education by young carers of visually impaired adult beggars 

in Tanzania: A critical engagement with policies. International Journal of Education and 

Research, 4(12), 57-66. https://www.ijern.com/journal/2016/December-2016/04.pdf. 

Seni, A. J. (2017). Causes and effects of begging style involving children as guides in  Dodoma 

municipality, Tanzania: Liability in basic education access. International Journal of 

Education & Literacy Studies, 5(1), 1-12. https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.ijels.v.5n.1p.1 

Shitindi, J., Zhang, Y., & Nyello, A. (2023a). Challenges facing street children and copying 

strategies in Dodoma and Dar es Salaam cities, Tanzania. International Journal of Social 

Science and Human Research, 6(10), 6080-6089. https://doi.org/10.47191/ijsshr/v6-i10-

39  

Shitindi, J., Zhang, Y., & Nyello, A. (2023b). To Examine the underpinning factors responsible 

for child streetism in Dar es Salaam and Dodoma cities, Tanzania. International Journal 

of Sociology, 7(2), 13–39. https://doi.org/10.47604/ijs.2200. 

Skinner, B. F. (1948). Superstition in the Pigeon. Journal of Experimental Psychology, 38, 168-

172. https://psychclassics.yorku.ca/Skinner/Pigeon. 

Su, F., Song, N., Ma, N., Sultanaliev, A., Ma, J., Xue, B., & Fahad, S. (2021). An assessment of 

poverty alleviation measures and sustainable livelihood capability of farm households 

in rural China: A sustainable livelihood approach. Agriculture,11(12),12-

30.https://doi.org/10.3390/agriculture11121230 

Suteki, A. H. (2022). Law enforcement of child exploitation as street children in Semarang city 

during the pandemic period. International Journal of Social Science Research and 

Review, 5(11), 352-363. https://doi.org/10.47814/ijssrr.v5i11.772. 

Tatenda, M; Rumbidzai, N., & Mavis, M. N. (2020). Ensuring social inclusivity and healthy 

development for children who assist their visually impaired parents to beg on the 

streets in Zimbabwe. African Journal of Social Work, 10(1), 78-82. 

Townsend, P. (1979). Poverty in the United Kingdom. Penguin, Harmondsworth. 

https://www.scirp.org/reference/referencespapers?referenceid=2282362. 

UN. (2018). The 2030 agenda and the sustainable development goals. ECLAC. 

United Republic of Tanzania. (2021). Circular on the re-entry policy for mother-students in 

secondary schools. Government Press. 

https://www.scirp.org/reference/referencespapers?referenceid=3909918. 

United Republic of Tanzania. (1996). Child development policy, 1996.  MCDWAC. 

http://www.tzonline.org/pdf/childdevelopmentpolicy.pdf  

United Republic of Tanzania. (2000). The Tanzania development vision 2025. Planning 

Commission.https://www.healthdatacollaborative.org/fileadmin/uploads/hdc/Docume

nts/Country_documents/tanzania_development_vision_2025.pdf  

United Republic of Tanzania. (2009). The law of the child act, 2009. MCDWAC. 

https://oagmis.oag.go.tz/portal/acts/262. 



107          
 

 

United Republic of Tanzania. (2006). National strategy for growth and reduction of poverty II 

NSGRP II. Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs. 

United Republic of Tanzania. (2010). National strategy for growth and reduction of poverty II 

NSGRP II. Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs. 

United Republic of Tanzania. (2014). Education and training policy.  Ministry of Education and 

Vocational Training. https://www.moe.go.tz/sw/nyaraka/education-and-training-

policy-2014-2023-edition. 

United Republic of Tanzania. (2015a) Waraka wa Elimu Namba 5 wa Mwaka 2015 Kufuta  ada 

kwa elimu ya sekondari kidato cha kwanza mpaka cha nne kwa shule za umma na 

michango yote katika elimu msingi. Wizara ya Elimu, Sayansi na Teknologia. 

https://www.scribd.com/document/694370315/Waraka-Wa-Elimu-Namba-5-Binafsi. 

United Republic of Tanzania (2015b). Waraka wa elimu namba 6 wa mwaka 2015 kuhusu 

utekelezaji wa elimumsingi bila malipo Dar es Salaam: Wizara yaElimu,Sayansi 

naTeknolojia, 10 December 2015. 137. 

https://www.scirp.org/reference/referencespapers?referenceid=2270438. 

Weber, M. (2001). Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism.  Routledge. 

https://www.routledge.com/The-Protestant-Ethic-and-the-Spirit-of-

Capitalism/Weber/p/book/9780415254069 

Wilson, W. J. (1987). The truly disadvantaged.  The University of Chicago Press. 

https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/T/bo13375722.html. 

World Bank. (2021). Transforming Tanzania’s cities: Harnessing urbanization for 

competitiveness, resilience, and livability. World Bank Publications. 

https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/811221624876806983/pdf/Transformi

ng-Tanzania-s-Cities-Harnessing-Urbanization-for-Competitiveness-Resilience-and-

Livability.pdf.  


